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Measuring public schools

State Superintendent Tom Watkins’ plan to ‘accredit’ Michigan schools is getting a chilly response
from the state’s largest teachers union and from a group advocating for school reform

Proposal leaves
parents in dark

Thirteen years ago, Michigur's
sovernment run_scheals began
process of ‘acrcitation” The idea

cansumar ‘stamp

of appreva,” w.
ng pa

ulpnyuu that an

were gaing 1o
luse accreditation, bureauerats and
teacher union officials rushed 1o

ave their staffs
suffer humiliation or be challenged
10 improve. They even threatened to
ue in order to stop the repart from
being rel
These 1,000 schools, however, bad
over 75 percent of their st
e 10 Mest rinimum stte sxpoc-
tations in_core academie subjeets.
There is i amount of PR that
can explain this away.
Parents and taxpayers always de-
serve the truth,
a report been released,
‘parents in the comrunities with un-

er-performing schocls ot
their local schools needed help. My

2 hond to help. Tdentifing 2
b et ot e
ing a solution.

Last weesk. realizing Uhe pablic re-
lations need to do semething sbout
accreditation, our state schools su-
perintendent, Tor Watkins, offered
anew mz[)mdn!?uluatm;; schools.
While short on spesifies, the propos-
ol makes sl hat schoole mend-
ing help vill never beacknawledged
a3 such, or at minimum will be very
diffieult 1o identify

In fact, it starts by offering no
shatewide miainwra academic stan-

Thie s troubling and deappoin.
ing. As o parent, [ have expectation
levels for my children. It seems rea-
sanable o expectcursa'sschools
superintendent o have high aca
dtmmupmalmmFur.nll(h;ldrrn
Apparently, he does nat.

Compare this o the [0
debato in Congre:
I’ruldrn! Bush has ini-
8 vigorous diseus

|m on academic \imm
dards and testing mech-
anisms. There, the de-
bate is “how high" i
“high enouh” in terms

sl oy
grams for  students,
prufessional  improve-
ment. programs for the
educatars, and whether
& school is developing
comprteri
keeping. While each of
these factors s good,
they take the forus off
the essential clement: |*
udent  achievement.
Everything else is sec-
ondary.

Making sure each
high school student can
balance @ checkbook

without a caleulstor.
that fourth-graders can
read, and, yes, that our

prove their

impartant.
The Watkins way is fill of won-

'vlz.-wwnprwt
which [ bope even our best schoois
b, ey are iven oot i ke

but it hasnoway 1o
deliver them. He wants all fourth-
graders to be ahie 1o read. A

Presently, less than one-third of
American school children can read
at the faurth-grade level. While this
is an important goal, the only way
tooehice it s to messure meazing-
ul progress (and shartcomings) by
{)!IS standard.
The propased method does not do
this, or at the very least it waters

the trut
Under the Watkins' system, if a
then 75 parent

of ls students fuing o
fourth-grade Tevel, will u..e. ot
umd:m:m‘ It appears nat. Why

huth a school's inability 1o tcach
would be blunted in the scoring pro-
cess by Laking inte sccount thesr “in-

ently this is politically incorrect to
say. But | believe bad schoals oaght
10 become good schools. This begins
by identifying those that are under.
performing and letting the comvu-
sty el Lo promote improvement.

Ifthe W o “sccred

pronid
rets sed taxgarers vy i

tle uppartunity 1o help poorly per.

forming

Taxpavers provided

amount of funding this y

billiom for Michi

@t a meaningful method of scrred-

itation, pareats lack $14 billin in

accountability. and schools have [

System still relies
too much on exam

atipated vrhaul
yon ki
systemis a step in the right i ¥echa
supported by many in the cducation
community, nclud-
ing the Michigan
Education Associa-
tion (MEA)

indicator o test. X

Some peaple believe ‘that tost
scores are the best measures of per-
nmm fa wtsscon Vo hat

portant. Determining o

e Liiadgs of 8 kot s
an important way ta messure the
effectiveness of what teachors. do in
the classroom.

MEA strongly supports mes.
‘suring student performance, so long
‘a8 multiple factors are considered.

t and how | are

the only factors in student perfor-
mance, however hildren whacome
urgry or i, o example,

mesmure of pobli school peror-
"W ayplucd the Yiskigwn, Dy
of Educatior

2 Baard of Education far efirts ¥
draft a program that o
multiple measures of pe
Yet, much work remains.

are w\l fod lnd Ml]rJ\r

e
The same.shakd b trus for puble

e hours are spent. pre-

paring students for MEAP xams

In many schools, valuable classroom
h

u ruggested letter grading system
for districts s a poteatially damag-
ing approach that will cause conli-
sinn, and the proposed system still
s o iy cn o gl stan-

time is spent
10 take & test, ;ﬂlcrﬂmn 1o explore.
the subjert conten

Thongh (e MEAP was cesgned
i help feochers and schols pian
their curriculum, identify weak
eas and make improvements

Edmuun\’ES‘
eellent Schools) has been described
stat

century accountability system for
our schools.” It is 3 siep in the right

jon

However, the lates does

oot spell out wha i acsountabie or
what,

What thi 1

against each other.

‘The latest accroditation propasal
would still allow MEAP scores to
secount for 75 percent of the total

to represent s 2 new approach to
=chool gecreditation, 2 e
quired by state law
and the media are wmnalr
refﬂ'rmg(nﬂls et pr-
posal as. ity” system.
What & reciod i an valy -
derstood accreditation program that
ercourages schools toimprove. State
officials must be held accountable
t ac-
creditation i< timely, fair and in the
intarest of children.

nuanthalm]hpna'GalmprU of
the publics suituces wward public

o Tho pol found that 66 per
CEILOF the publc belores tat the

sracton needed n th daseroan.

f the MEAS nearly
15!1,%0 mem\ns. we will continue
o provide input 10 bring greater
et p 1"“’1 ‘and aceountability

about mere

Real
than testing. It is about ensuring

Just as mzmbm Mld the MEA

5 publcschool and sl e

an their be-
Malf, we hold state oﬁuali socount-

etion forour chidren

s choirmen of Choie
o for ('Ndm a staten :lr edurn
Hio reform walche

bo s re-
Eplms\h\r e g Sy ratying
suring that all students and schools
have a realistic chince to succeed.
It is mot abaut relying an  single

e fae eystom that
encourages excellence for all chil-
dren.

Lu Batiglier s president of he
Michigan Education Associa

Partition
could be
painful

Dividing Afghanistan
into ethnic units isn’t

easy, or desirabl
By Thomas . Grant

After loss than two weeks in a cha-
Sormany,

tions.
declured they had in hand a
;mum Tiss eludd Afhanistan for

Almast on the first day of allied

an speclting that parsitian of Al
ghanistan

a model of cocxistence, would be o
L

et at e e

s might b the card Opin-
ion-shapers in the United States

et nd .

Nobod; wever, confuses Bonn
2001 muwpm 1797, mnd
the much-celebrated agreement be-
Rl et ord: bomriid
consiusion or th ages

ele Afihan state is & pipe dream.
“The allure of partition is simple.
Adghanistan containg & patchwork
of warring linguistic we
roups. In countries with a similar
Takeup, divorcs beowoen hostile
ubly pmmdlnhr

Iy e procuced  schedule for ot
temping a denitiv wtlement, by
Dec. 22, an “interim government”, a
commistion to write 4 first drafl of
1 constitution within two months; &
oy jinga, or councl of elgers, ta serve
as 3 constitutions] ratifying conven.
tian within six months; and within
2% years, zlnmmm to chuose a long:
term governmeen
A each sep, ptdallﬂ await. Will

a pracemaker.
It worked in the borderiands be-
mean Gereacy s Enaes Earvn

spect the new short- knn ndmn:b
rnum anlshum mbll Igader Ha-
mld state will

mmmvwmmmmalm
jirga— and who will choose they
Cmﬂ-zAfymnnmvehnﬂhw.w
able state?

[

:l)mndﬂq!mnq o stite b
thear borders and internal aflwrs. Par-
tition changes borders, and it cmsally
ivulves an elesnent of compulsion.

Armey’s exit won’t aid

With DeLay in majority 2
post, the Republicans
will have able politician
By nature, Dick Armey is msch
more of a pelicy adhocate than a k-

tenan oot scodkme s at
bt e el of e

s of Universiey of M
North Texas, where

Failed stat h
privation for their inhabitants. In
the haven and encouragement they
provide terronsts, they also cause
decay of geopolitical order. Afghan-
istan and it ill are ke collapsod
stars, ceasing to cast usefl light
but disrupting vast regions with in-
tense and t radiation.

In today's new security environ-

remedies

mnkmehsunflhﬂrhdrm

ed aspirations.
Thomas D. Grant is en interna-

Partition u\f 2 mw such as AF
ghanistan, which some say was once

constitutional issues.
Los_Angeles Times Washington
Post News Service

to challenge an -mnhrn it congress.
mn o b frebrnan el

Ronald Reagan, then at the
MIMMMHMWN
Armey never lost sight of what ho
came 1o Washingtan to do: Shrink

He never met s tax

auther of the “Contract With Ameri-
* the mmfm.a Republicans used
w end 10-year tie con
trol of the T"“u!‘ in 1994
Armey has never been a1 comfort
able leading o majority as he had
b s adly n he minoriy. He
e, sometnes sormy
Ietoabip with Spnaker Nowt Ol
7 e e Bty ko,
" l)mnuvlmnymllnm.whm
e wavered into an

Democrats

a e
it. DeLay can work
things aut 10 the

I
qﬂ., dmnpm

nock on

during the failed 1997 coup aguina
Gingrich, first sceming lm‘nmullib
the insurrection and then rushing

that Democrats hawve taken his nick-
name, “The Hammer” and turned
hlm into a symbol of hardheaded,

ht-wing n era

‘The distrust bred by that ineident
made it unlikely Armey would ever
rise above muajority leader to becorne

Bush-inspired “compassionate
mn\nnnliuﬂ,' the exterminator-
med-whip werms 0 many from

in 1968, Bob Livingatan casily leap-
when Livingston

ho i the favorite to
wuceeed Armay as the

u:Hnucmul‘lly wmp—mm
3 pot in the leadershi
o FOR
more familiar, type. IF idess drive
Armey, DeLay's motivation is prin-
cipally the quest for power. That is
06 to say he is devoid of ideology.
The owner of a small exterminat-
ing company, he is a3 hostile to *Big
Government” in all its manifests-
tions as Armey. But one of his clos-
st associates in the Hause sees a

Dk Armey 5. plcygry” i
“DeLay has
dnl@ulmmnnvq principles,
but be is 2 pragmatic politician.
When it comes o the wal o the

R-leiun have ta struggle
for sarvivel 10 be the wrong sy
and wpokesiman for their party,

ugtime ally outaide Con-

“Time will tell on that score, but
ane thing is certain. Whatever ad-
Democrats might gain from

having DeLay as a more visible tar.
get, they will not welcome him as an
adversary inside the House. He has
made & habit of winning the close
voles, most recently the one-vote
squesker that expanded the presi-

dent’s trade-negotiating powers

n.l_.,m & trait found more of.
Democrats than Repub-
1MnL He thinks about politica and

gentle:

‘man's hobby for him. It’s his ealling,
and he is no gentleman.

What do you lhmk" Write David

Writer's

G, uso L A Wi,
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