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|Efforts Have Paid O f f . . .

I Auto Plants Employ Blind Workers
* LANSING. Mich ( I P I )  
t ig h t  hours a day. five  days a 
Meek Barbara Yerke stands 
flext to a conveyor at an Old- 
O nobile assembly plant and 
Jgads pistons into a tray, four at 
T t im e

It s monotonous work. but the 
ppv is good She doesn't 
Complain and her supervisor is 
Mfappy w ith her work 
* j j " I  wish I had 26 other people 
Si the department like he r."  he

iid
* There are IU others working 
St i tldsmobile who are like Mrs 
Y crkc  at least in one respect 
j i l :  are legally blind 
J !Oldsmobile officia ls, working 
Ai cooperation with the M ich i­
gan School for the Blind and 
B in o u s  s ta te  and fe d e ra l 
ficoncies have actively recru it 

blind workers for appropri­

ate jobs at the company’s three 
Lansing plants 

It is part of a concerted effort 
by General Motors to im prove 
its record of h iring the han 
dicapped and to encourage 
o the r com panies to do the 
same So far. GM s efforts have 
pa ido fl both for the company 
and the handicapped 

For Mrs Yerke. 33. getting 
hired at Oldsmobile almost a 
year ago was a persona l 
trium ph 

“ I was always told. ‘No. you 
can't because >ou can't see. "  
she said "And I always said. 
'Yes. I can Whether I can see 
or not I can s till do it ’ Don't let 
anyone te ll you you can’t ”  

Company o ffic ia ls estimate 
that GM s total I ’ S work force 
gf SRO (Kin hourly and salaried 
employees includes 25,000 per 
sons w ith some form  of physical
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disab ility  such as blindness, 
deafness, amputated limbs or 
p a ra p le g ia  or d isab ling  
conditions such as epilepsy, 
diabetes or heart disease 

The number of handicapped 
employees nearly doubles if  
alcoholism and drug addiction 
which the government lists as 
d isabilities are included 

"A  lot of people don't want to 
admit they are handicapped 
and as a result, it s hard to 
ascertain exactly hoyy many we 
h a v e ."  sa id Laurence L  
V ic k e ry . G M 's  d ire c to r of 
employment relations 

V ickery said the company's 
effort to h ire  and keep han­
d icapped w orkers on the 
payro ll “ is not done entirely for 
hum anitarian reasons ’ ’

The Department of l>abor. in 
a p ro g ra m  s im ila r  to the 
A ffirm a tive  Action program for 
h iring  women and minorities, 
requires firm s  that perform 
government contract work to 
h ire  the handicapped and 
modify the ir facilities to ac­
c o m m o d a te  h a n d icap p e d  
workers 

"W e 're  not going to h ire  
every handicapped person that 
knocks on the door." one GM 
o ffic ia l said "But we're going 
to employ as many as we can ’ 

R ich a rd  M cC arthy, p e r­
sonnel d irecto r at GM's Hydra 
Mat ic  D iv is io n  plant at 
Ypsilanti. M ich., which was 
named "K m ployer of the Y ear" 
in 1977 by the M ich igan  
V oca tiona l R e h a b ilita tion  
Agency for its hiring record. 
said jobs for the handicapped 
are not a “ handout “

"T h is  is not a she ltered 
workshop situation where we 
create jobs the handicapped 
are  capab le  of d o in g ."  
McCarthy said “ We employ 
the handicapped in the real 
world Our employees must be 
p ro d u c tive  They m ust be 
qualified for the job "

At O ldsm ob ile  a v is ito r  
would have d ifficu lty  try ing  to 
single out the blind employees 
from  the ir sighted co workers 
They p e rfo rm  th e ir  jobs at 
production pace, move about 
the plant easily and socialize 
com fortably with other em 
ployed 

“ They go through the same 
employment procedures, do the 
same jobs and get the same pay 
as anyone else ' said Joe Pritz, 
an Oldsmobile safety engineer

Today’s Basic Education: 

Subject of Council Meeting
tl\ I ’ \T R IC I \  MCCORMACK
I  IM  Kd u ca tio n  ed itor
,’Common sense answers to 

qpestions about the basics in 
p ib lic  education were given a 
wfule back at a Portland Ore., 
con ference  sponsored by., 
ahiong others the Council on 
ijjpsic Kducation 

Diane Ravitch. keynoter and 
atMstant professor at Teachers 
College Columbia U niversity, 
likened a basic education to a 
libe ra l one — "both of which 
r fs t on the premise that what 
hjippens in school is in trins ica l 
Iii im portant "
I*  Educators must once again 

understand that they have an 
im p o rta n t job  to do. tha t 
schools do make a d ifference,”  
she said 

She knocked “ radicals and 
social scientists who in the past
I I  o r IS years have claimed - 
t l a t  schools don ’t m ake a 
difference "

"T h is  is a spurious argument 
.that has become a se lf-fu lfilling  
prophecy Now the public is 
d isgusted  w ith  the idea o f 
schools as custodial in s titu ­
tions the anti-inte llectual tide 
iii .American education is eb- 
r>ing ”  she said 

In main education fields 
f ther experts spoke on what 
!>«sics mean to them 

Highlights of the ir presenta 
tun is  at the  m eeting  also 

ponsored by the P o rtla n d  
P u b lic  Schools ne ighbo ring  
Beaverton  P ub lic  Schools. 
Portland State University and 
li*w is  and (Mark College 

Science Students of a ll ages 
houid participate in scientific

experiments and then be able to 
“ fram e questions w ith more 
precision and appreciate d i­
verse lines of investigation.”  
said Dr Howard J Hausman. 
form er d irector, Pre-College 
D iv is io n . N a tio n a l Science 
Foundation “ The content and 
structure of science, together 
w ith development of processes 
used in the  sciences, helps 
students to  le a rn  to th in k  
c r i t ic a l ly  — an im p o rta n t 
education goal ”

English Precision also was 
stressed by D r S tan ley B 
G re e n fie ld , p ro fessor of 
English at the University of 
Oregon “ A consciousness of 
language and the leve ls  of 
language and an awareness of 
the possibilities of precision 
and the p itfa lls  of imprecision 
in communication are desirable 
goals of English instruction,”  
he said The goals can be 
ach ieved by " le a rn in g  to 
control the word and sentence.”  
He recommended that schools 
push poetry “ because poems
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Clearance Sale
HELP US M A K E  O U R  M O V E  N O W  THRU SAT.I

W e'll Be M oving to  O ur Brand N ew  Location on 4 19  Ford 
St. (Form erly La Modo Shoppe), on August 3 rd ! Stop In 
Now  at 4 20  10th  St. and Save On M any Odds And Ends We 
Don't W ant To M ovel

SAVINGS up to 50% OFF
We’ll Close Mon. thru Wed. of Next Week To Relocate!

Old Gum 'N
HELP US M A K E  O U R  M O V E

who heads the company's b lind 
placement program "W e only 
requ ire  that they be capable of 
getting to and from work into 
and out of the p la n t, 
unassisted “

F ritz  cited these cases in 
point

George El Iona. an Oldsmo 
bile  employee for 18 vears. 
operates a press in the p lant's 
water pump department The 
job i* stationary but requires 
manual dexterity

You wouldn't know he's 
to ta lly  blind the way he does 
his job and gets around the 
p la n t."  F ritz  said “ I t 's  un 
believable.”

Russell Watson, who is 
considered lega lly blind has 
worked at Oldsmobile for eight 
years He uses a pneumatic tool 
io attach a part onto engine 
crankshafts as they come down 
the assembly line

George In w a rd  is to ta lly 
blind He has worked at Old 
smobile for a year and a half in 
the rea r ax le  assem bly 
department " l ie  s so handy, he 
does several jobs.”  F ritz  said 

There obviously are some 
lobs the blind cannot perform  in 
an automobile assembly plant. 
F r itz  said "B u t  i f s  
remarkable what they can do if 
you give them the chance “
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embody language at the most 
conscious level of precision ”

Mathem atics The goal of 
mathem atics is not rote lear 
mng a la the method used in 
the schoolhouse of the 18WK, but 
p rob lem  so lv in g  "a n d  a 
knowledge of principles pat­
terns. and n o t a t i o n a l  
a g re e m e n ts ,"  accord ing to  
Karen B illings who teaches 
math at Roosevelt Junior High 
in Kugene. Ore

Foreign language Training 
courses and courses tha t 
educate should not bt* confused 
said H arry  Reinert, teacher of 
German and English at Ed­
monds High in Edmonds. Wash 
“ The fo rm er enables one to 
make a liv ing  and the la tter 
make the liv ing  worthwhile ”  
lea rn in g  a language is in trinsic 
in any educational program, he 
says, “ and enables students to 
gam insight into human in te lli 
gence and into other cultures, 
and to experience the joy of 
cracking a secret code "
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Everybody Saves Everyday'

JAMESWAY PLAZA
Rt 422 Kittanning

Master Charge

SMITH'S TV
150 S. McKean St. Across from Shop ’N Save

OPEN DAILY 9 - 5; FRIDAY 'Til 9

PHONE 548-2351
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ASK ABOUT O U R
30-Day Credit and 12 M onth Budgat accounts. 
NEVER a carrying charge. Applications a ra  
availab le  by sanding In coupon.
A dditional Storage Tanks can ba Incorporated  
into our Budgat Plan.

— — COUPON —  —  — —

I am interested in more in form ation  
on Roy Jone s  Oil Budget P lan & 30 
Day Credit.

NAME _________________________
ADDRESS______________________
P H O N E ______________________

| Please send m e a Credit Application.

o ne &
Phone

548-1568
820 Butler Rd. 

West Kittanning
Marketeer of

|A ston e  Products


