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Funding A New Bureaucracy
Mississippi’s lawyers will look 

{ worably at Justice Robert P. 
Sugg’s suggestion the state establish  
^n intermediate-level appeals court 
but vve wonder if it will create one 
nore bureaucracy in the judicial 

system.
Justice Sugg scores points when he 

irgues the state Supreme Court is 
'»urdened with too many cases. The 
number of cases handled by the 
state’s highest court has increased 
from 613 to 879 in a seven-year 
period, an increase of 43 percent.

Too, Justice Sugg makes a valid 
argument that the present 375-day 
average time lag between the filing 
of an appeal and a Supreme Court 
decision on the appeal will grow even 
'onger unless a two-tiered appellate 
ystem is established.

As appeals increase we can’t 
maintain our present 375-day time 
period The number of cases handled 
at the present is too many for each  
judge to thoroughly acquaint himself 
with each case ,” Sugg said. ‘‘We’re 
just going to build up a larger and 
larger backlog.”

You’ll find few people in the Laurel 
area who’d argue against the speedy 
handling of court cases. In fact, 
many believe most cases aren’t han-

dled quickly enough.
But we wonder if adding another 

level of the court system  is wise. 
There is no question that more and 
more cases are appealed each year 
which clogs the judicial machinery.

We’re all to blame. Part of the 
problem is the increasing number of 
‘‘nuisance suits” that are being filed 
on a daily basis. Folks who settled  
problems themselves are turning to 
the court system  for settlement of 
grievances. There are many cases 
filed in our court system  not because 
the ‘‘grieving party” has hopes of 
winning a favorable decision but in 
hopes the second party won’t want to 
bother with the action and settle out 
of court.

We seems to have reached a point 
where people believe there is a legal 
solution to every problem. There 
have been some mighty ridiculous 
cases handled in our court system. 
The potential for abuses, if this trend 
continues, is endless.

An appellate court would be a 
benefit in that it would speed up ap­
peal cases. The kicker is if the folks 
are w illin g  to fund a new  
bureaucracy when the state already 
ranks 16th in the nation in terms of 
public employees.

*

The Schools We Deserve

AUain & Legislative Snoops
Attorney General Bill Allain must 

teel like "the man whose neighbor 
crossed the road in order not to pass 
him on his side of the road.

The state attorney didn’t make too 
many friends in the Legislature when 
he decided to remove 36 lawmakers 
'’om state boards and commissions 
;C considers to be in the executive 
•ranch

No doubt as a result, the 
Legislature cut Allain’s budget 
during the past session He wasn’t 
aione. The Legislature also cut 
•ecretary of State Ed Pittman’s 
^lary and office budget because of 

• t tm a n ’s c r it ic is m  of th e  
I.,egisiature’s failure to grant 
^eachers pay raises.

Of course the legislators will deny 
\tto rn ey  G eneral Allain and 
Secretary of State Ed Pittman’s 
'udgets were cut because of those 

re 'Ons but there are other in­
dications lawmakers have a short 
^jse when it comes to such things.

So Attorney General Allain became 
a bit incensed when he found out 
rec'*ntly legislators are going behind

his back to get information about the 
operation of his office.

Allain says he doesn’t mind giving 
out information to the staff member 
who attempted to get the details from 
the state auditor’s office. In fact, 
Allain said, he would gladly provide 
the information the staff member 
wasn’t willing to ask for personally.

In the meantime, the attorney 
general hasn’t backed down from his 
criticism of legislators serving on 
boards and commissions. He also 
criticized the Legislature for its 
failure to pass an open records bill.

The attorney general has been 
somewhat of a straight shooter since 
taking office. He is willing to speak 
the truth and let the chips fall where 
they may. No wonder the Legislature 
is worried about giving up their 
positions on boards and com­
missions, which to us appear to be a 
violation of the separation of power.

For now, however, Allain and the 
Legislature are like two ships that 
pass in the night. Or like the neighbor 
that crossed the street to prevent a 
face-to-face contact.

ERA Ranks As Non-Issue.
I. |ust never ceases to amaze us at 

how worked up people get over things 
tha »n’t really amount to much. A 
pri. • example is the Equal Rights 
Arr̂ ’ridment.

Or the one hand, proponents seem  
to think it’s the answer to every 
problem connected with womanhood. 
Pass the ERA and everything will be 
rieht with the world.

On the other hand, opponents see it 
as the very work of the devil himself. 
It will be the end of family, the moun­
tains will crumble, the seas will run 
Iry and everybody, men and women, 

will look just alike.
Fact is, the ERA won’t change 

thing:, very much regardless of 
whether it lives or dies. Incidentally, 
its pulse is rather weak and is failing 
'as E R A ’S time is running out

Proponents forget that we have 
reams of regulations and stacks of 
'•ourt decisions giving women just 
what they contend the ERA would 
guarantee them — equality The only 
thing the F"RA would do is bring all 
that gobbledygook under one um­
brella.

Opponents forget that basic dif­
ferences in men and women were

decided a long time ago and it’ll take 
more than a constitutional amend­
ment to change any of that. May we 
add, thank goixiness that is true.

In the final analysis, about the only 
thing we can see the ERA ado is good 
for is to give folks something to talk 
about besides the weather. If that’s 
their pleasure, so be it and have at it.

Protest, demonstrate, fast, write 
letters or whatever. Live or die, 
however, ERA just doesn’t really 
matter very much when you boil the 
rhetoric away.

It’s a non-issue.

. . . Ms. O r  M iss?
As we pointed out, it appears the 

Equal Rights Amendment is headed 
for a sure if not swift death. Time is 
fast running out.

We take no joy in its looming 
demise but we do not care to attend 
the wake. However, we do have one 
small request to make if ERA goes to 
its eternal reward

Could we change the official ab­
breviation of Mississippi from Ms. 
back to Miss.''

(Second of two colum ns)
T he f a c ts  a b o u t con­

tem porary  education tell a 
w ithering story. They say 
th a t, d e sp ite  e v e r  m ore 
teachers and ever m ore in­
fusions of cash and ev er m ore 
experim entation, the  nation’s 
schools a re  producing students 
ever m ore poorly equipped.

In 1764 John Adam s said th at 
a ‘‘native of Am erica who can ­
not read  or w rite is a s  ra re  an 
appearance  as . . .  a com et or 
an earth q u ak e .” Today, 23 
million A m ericans cannot fill 
out job applications or read 
new spapers. Indeed, there 
have been sharp  declines in 
n e w s p a p e r  r e a d e r s h i p ,  
notably during the p ast decade 
— to the point th a t only 55 p e r­
cent of U.S. adu lt read a 
new spaper every day Among 
persons in their 20s, the figure 
is ju st 40 percent.

Ignorance and illiteracy  a re  
not d im in ish ing  but e x ­
panding. As Jefferson said, ‘‘If 
a nation expects to be ignorant 
and free, in a s ta te  of 
civilization, it expects what 
never w as and never will be .” 

What a re  some of the causes 
of this lam entable situation“’

One is TV. According to the 
N a tio n a l A sse ssm e n t of 
Educational P rogress, ‘‘Teen­
agers read  little  for their own 
enjoym ent, spend m ore tim e 
w atching television than they 
spend reading, do not read for 
long periods of tim e, and 
prefer m ovies to books About 
10 percent rem ain  unable to 
read ever, sim ple m ate ria ls  . .

Maity students believe they 
will em erge from school into 
an electronic world th at will 
require little  reading and less 
writing. Nothing could be fur- 

i th e r  from  the tru th .”
The average  A m erican child 

between the ages of 2 and 11 
spends nearly  five hours per 
day w atching TV. The f i b r e s  
for teen-agers are  not quite so 
high. But such high dosages of 
“TV have to breed in tellectual 
passiv ity , they have to fra c ­
ture in itiative and academ ic 
drive; they have to contribute 
to m aking accu ra te  com ­
putation and c lear w riting in­
creasingly  ra re  a rts .

A second reason is what the 
U n iv e rs ity  of M ich igan’s 
Joseph Adelson calls ‘‘the 
g row th  of ju d ic ia l  an d  
bureaucratic  in tervention” in 
education This has brought a 
corresponding em phasis on 
sociological goals for the 
sch o o ls , a s  opposed  to  
educational ones — racial 
b a l a n c e ,  e tc .  A s T h e  
W ashington Post’s Jessica  
M athews says, ‘‘Once the 
world leader in apprecia ting  
the im portance of a well- 
educated populace, the United 
S tates today stands alone 
am ong  th e  in d u stria lized  
nations in its indifference to 
the quality  of education its 
children are  g e tting .”

W e h e a r  “ q u a l i t y  
education” all the tim e, but 
the m ore we talk  about it the

By ROSS 
McKENZIE

less of it we get. The United 
S ta te s  now sp e n d s  th e  
equivalent of 8 percent of its 
gross national product on 
public e lem entary  and secon­
dary  ed uca tion , ye t the 
products of th a t “ education” 
are  inexorably dum ber. We 
w rite alm ost desperately  of 
those pockets, those ex ­
ceptions, w here all seem s not 
lost. But we a re  kidding only 
ourselves

R e m e d ia l  c o u r s e s  in 
academ ic basics a re  fast 
becoming no longer the ex­
ception for college freshm en, 
but the rule As Adelson has 
w r i t te n :  “ T he s to ry  of
education in this period is a 
story of experim ents — an 
abundance, a cornocopia of 
reform s and breakthroughs, 
each introduced breath lessly , 
each kept afloat by publicity, 
and each sinking out of sight, 
soon to be replaced by more 
publicity, and m ore disap­
pointm ent — the New Math, 
Head S ta rt, com puter in­
struction, program m ed lea r­
ning, closed-circuit TV, com ­
m unity  co n tro l, c o n tra c t 
teaching, open classroom s, 
sensitivity  tra in in g .” Faddist 
— th a t is w hat the schools 
have been, neglectful of the 
essentials.

Those going into teaching 
come consistently  from  the 
bottom  of th e ir  c la sses 
Teachers in general a re  over­
burdened and u n d erp a id ; they 
g ro w  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  
disillusioned — with their

students, with their s tuden ts’ 
paren ts, and with the bloated 
bureaucrac ies th a t run  the 
schools. L ike  h om ew ork , 
discipline is down. Prom otion 
to the next grade is alm ost 
autom atic. And the  resu lt is a 
sham bles. It is a sham bles 
despite the efforts of m any 
dedicated and com passionate 
teachers — and desp ite  m any 
effective program s.

We have postulated a good 
education as one of the noblest 
(an d  in f la t io n - re s is ta n t)  
p o ssess io n s  a v a i la b le  to  
Am ericans. Yet the recent 
result has been a steady 
decline in academ ic s ta n ­
d a rd s , a l ig h te n in g  of 
academ ic regim en; in Miss 
M athew s’ words, “ a loss of a p ­
petite  for the hard  work of 
learning and an appreciation  
for the resu lts .” Some school 
system s are  testing  teachers 
now; som e a re  requiring  
students to pass proficiency 
tests to receive their high 
school diplom as. But the 
teachers’ unions a re  resisting  
teacher tests fang and talon, 
and the student proficiency 
tests — if they a re  anything 
like V irginia’s — a re  tests that 
fifth-graders ought to be able 
to pass with ease.

Yes, there  have been the 
pedagogical battles , but none 
of the thoroughgoing rev am ­
ping of A m erican education 
that is required The confused 
co n d itio n  of A m e ric an  
education is a reflection of our 
society’s confused values and 
expectations generally  Until 
those values c rystallize  — un­
til we decide w hat it is we 
want not only for education 
but for ourselves — A m erican 
education will continue to 
chym  out inferior goods. And 
we shall continue, in the words 
of Colum bia’s D iane R avitch, 
to have “ the schools we deser­
ve .”
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The Utility 
Of Violence

WASHINGTON -  W hew ver 
a  dip lom at or politician is cut 
down by an  assassin , W ester­
ners re tre a t alm ost invariably  
to the  verbal form ulation, 
denouncing the “ senseless act 
(rf violence.”

B ut the a ttem pted  m u rd er of 
Shlomo Argov in London — a 
brillian t Israeli dip lom at well 
known to this city  — was 
anything but senseless. Cold 
and calcu lated , it dem on­
s tra te s  the im m ense utility  of 
the single a c t of violence in the 
20th century. The m an  with 
the gun can  change the course 
(rf history, or acce le ra te  it.

It is a lm ost a  certa in ty  that 
the would-be assassins of 
Argov acted w ithout com ­
plicity or authorization of the 
P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  
O rganization.

W edged between the Israeli 
a rm y  and M ajor H addad’s 
irreg u lars  in the South, and 
the Syrian arm y  on its north, 
the PLO is keenly aw are  of the 
precariousness of its  position.
It has, by and large , m ain­
tained the cease-fire, in its 
own in terest. It has refrained 
from  responding to Israeli a t ­
tacks. It divorced itself a t on­
ce from  the a ttem p t on 
Argov’s life. Indeed, a PLO of­
ficial was said to be on the 
assassins’ h it list.

N o n e th e less , M en ach em  
Begin, enraged  th a t his friend 
and personal choice for the 
London post, had been cut 
down, oniered  in re ta lia tion  F- 
16 a ir  strikes on a Palestin ian  
cam p n ear Beirut. Some 300 
were killed, as of Monday, 
m ostly women and children.

The m assacres compelled 
the PLO gunners in South 
Lebanon to open up on the 
Israeli se ttlem en ts which gave 
Begin his long-aw aited op­
portunity to destroy the a r ­
tillery  and rocket positions 
built up by the Palestin ians 
over the past nine months.

So, now, the Israeli a rm y is 
pouring north, overrunning 
the P alestin ian  positions in 
South Lebanon, pushing the 
PLO back into B eirut, beyond 
a rtille ry  ran g e  of upper 
Galilee. While the Syrian and 
Israeli a rm ies have not yet 
collided in force, there  is the 
possibility of a fifth m ajo r 
A rab-Israeli war.

When the advance is halted, 
the Israeli a rm y will surely oc­
cupy all of Sixithem  Lebanon. 
G iven the  p lann ing  and 
p reparation , the cost in lives 
and m ate ria l, the diplom atic 
and political risks accepted, 
Begin’s occupation will not be 
brief, and the consequences, 
worlciwide, will surely be 
significant.

T here  will be a lm ost un­
bearab le  p ressure  upon Cairo 
to move aw ay from  a peace 
and friendship trea ty  with an  
Israel th at has occupied yet 
another A rab land. At the 
U nited Nations, Israel will be, 
if possible, m ore isolated 
Resolutions calling not only

By PATRICK 
BUCHANAN

fo r  c e n s u r e  a n d  c o n ­
dem nation, but an economic 
and m ilitary  boycott of Israel 
will be introduced and passed 
— unless the United S ta tes 
e x erc ises  i ts  lone veto . 
A m erica’s friends in the Arab 
world, such as Jo rdan , Moroc­
co and Saudi A rabia, wiH be 
estranged from  th e ir own 
populations by rad ical Arab 
regim es accusing them  of 
carry ing  w ater for the United 
S tates, the G reat Arsenal of 
Z ion ism , w hich  p ro v id es 
Jerusalem  with the equipm ent 
and weapons with which it 
kills P alestin ian  children  and 
occupies Arab lands.

All this — triggered by the 
shooting of Shlomo Argov on a 
London Street!

The men in the cells in Lon­
don m ay have the m inds of 
m u rderers; but they a re  not 
fools; their ac t w as not “ sen­
seless”  Look, again , a t w hat a 
s in g le  a c t  of b r u ta l i ty  
precipitated!

An Israeli invasion of an 
Arab country, bringing Israel 
to the brink of w ar with Syria. 
The fu rther poisoning of 
relations between Palestin ian  
and Jew.
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YESTERYEARS
June 11, 1972 

C arolyn Ruth Holder, 20- 
year-oW daughter of Dr and 
Mrs E. J. Holder, was 
crowned Saturday as L au re l’s 
“ Miss H ospitality” for 1972-73 
^  the outgoing title  holder, 
Connie Kite Miss Holder 
was nam ed following the an ­
nual contest sponsored by the 
Laurel Jay cette s 

Clyde W alters, ch airm an  of 
the th ird  annual Mississippi 
Oil Festival in Laurel, ex 
pressed appreciation  Monday 
to all those who contributed 
their tim e and efforts in 
m ak ing  the  b a rb e c u e  a 
trem endous success 

June II, 1957
At the Jones County chap ter 

of A m erican Red Cross biiard 
m eeting Tuesday, it was an 
nounced that H ilary W illiams 
of Two R ivers, Wis., has been 
nam ed field represen tative  for 
20 A m erican Red Cross Chap 
ters  in South M ississippi and 
will work with ch ap ters in 
developing the o rganization’s 
10 m ajo r serv ice program s.

D aphne P ark  Pool was a 
popular place W ednesday as 
689 children  enrolled in the 
F ree Leam-To-Swim class for 
boys and girls 6-11 y ears of 
age

Quotas Designed To Help Whites
R acial quotas in politics? 

Never!
Proportional representation  

in e le c t iv e  o f f ic e “’ Un 
speakable and unacceptable!

Unless, th at is, the quotas 
are  designed to p rotect w hite 
privilege.

This “ good for me, bad for 
you” a ttitude  toward gu aran ­
teed political representation  is 
part of the R eagan ad 
m in is tra tio n ’s h y p o critica l 
policies at home and abroad 
when w hite suprem acy is 
threatened 

If racial quotas can  insure 
continued white dom ination ol 
a black m ajority  in Nam ibia, 
they’re  good 

If, however, such quotas 
guaran tee  blacks a fa ir  chan­
ce a t  being elected to office in­
sid e  the  U nited  S ta te s , 
they’are  wrong.

“ Quotas invariably  have the

By JULIAN 
BOND

practica l effect of placing in­
flexible re tra in ts  on the op­
portunities afforded one race  
in an effort to rem edy past 
d i s c r im i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  
a n o th e r ,”  sa id  A tto rn ey  
G e n e ra l W illiam  F ren ch  
Smith in a speech a y ear ago 

And in Senate testim ony. 
Smith and assistan t Attorney 
G eneral W illiam B radford 
R eynolds w arned  ag a in st 
adoption of a version of the 
Voting R ights Act renewal

th at they claim ed would 
require proportional rep resen ­
tation of m inorities in elective 
offic'e. (T hat the legislation 
c o n t a i n e d  a s p e c i f i c  
prohibition against quotas 
escaped the a tto rney  g enera l’s 
notice entirely .)

The beneficiaries of the 
Voting R ights Acts a re  racial 
and language m inorities who 
need federal protection to 
guaran tee  them  equal access 
to the political process

In N am ibia, however, the 
beneficiaries of the racial 
(}Uotas supported by the a d ­
m inistra tion  are  white.

Under an  independence plan 
p ro p o s e d  by A s s i s t a n t  
Secretary  of S ta te  C hester 
C rocker, the tiny w hite 
x>pulation of N am ibia would 
3e guaran teed  m ore sea ts in 
the national governm ent than 
their actual num bers could

Reagan’s Grand Tour Of Europe

an ’s Stew

Summer’s Reading List
By H U iill A. MUl.I.IGAN 
AP Special Correspondent

RIDCiEFlELD, Conn (AP) 
— The c lang of horseshoes on 
a nearby lawn, the zap and siz 
zle of a blue bulb bug lam p, 
the golden g lim m er of the first 
bikinied jogger out my north 
window all portend th at sum ­
m er a t last is icum en m

The tim e has come to string  
the ham m ock and laze away 
the long sunny afternoons in 
the quiet com pany of the 
M u llig a n ’s Stew  su m m er 
reading list, now com ing a t 
you for the fifth .successive 
season

W rite rs  who ink th e ir 
typew riter ribbons with blocxi 
can be very fastidious, which 
is wl:. ihC. y e a r’«-: siimp"fr 
reading list l>egins with Hector 
.Munro, an elegant w riter 
doling out delicate, delightful 
m alice under the pen nam e of 
Saki

Do try to get hold of the 
recently published “ The Com 
plete Works of Saki,” with a 
splendid introduction by Noel 
Coward 

After Saki on our reading 
list, sum m er’s long shadow of 
horrors moves on to John 
(Collier, another m aster of the 
m acabre  happily enjoying a 
revival a fte r y ears of neglect 
by the c ritics Collier was an 
e ru d ite , g ra ce fu l B ritish  
author who hid from  fam e in 
Hollywood, of all p laces, 
w h e re  he  t u r n e d  o u t 
m em orable scrip ts like “ The 
African Queen” and some of 
the finest overlooked short 
stories (rf our tim e So, read 
“ The Best of John Collier ”

As long as our sum m ertim e 
mc.Tndcnngs have taken us to 
Chicago, do drop in on Harry 
Mark Petrak is, an Am erican 
novelist and short story 
m aste r long overdue for a 
Pulitzer P n z e  For appetizers

at this zesty G reek-A m erican 
banquet I suggest “ Peric les on 
31st S treet” and “ The Wooing 
of A riandane,” which should 
m ake him author of the year 
among the fem inists Both are  
featu red  in “ A P e trak is  
R eader,”  along with the 
horrific and h ilarious “ P a  and 
the Sad T urkeys ”

U n d er th e  h ead in g  of 
“ Books You May Have Missed 
But Shouldn’t H ave,”  I recom ­
mend wickedly, w itty  “ B urr” 
by Gore VidaL

For scholarly  reading this 
sum m er, we depart from our 
usual custom  of urging some 
neglected classic and call your 
a tte n tio n  to  “ Y e a rs  of 
U pheaval,” the second volume 
of Henry K issinger’s m em oirs

Also this sum m er you can 
spend .some sunny afterm xins 
down m em ory lane with 
M a lc o lm  M u g g e r id g e ’s 
“ Chronicle of W asted T im e ”

WASHINGTON -  Unless 
ycxi have spent the last several 
days in a cave in the Ozarks, 
you have unquestionably had 
your fill of rep o rts  on 
President R eagan’s Grand 
Tour of E u r c ^  It is, predic­
tably, all the rage  on the net­
w o r k s ’ e v e n in g  n e w s  
program s 

This, of course, is one of the 
reasons that p residents like to 
m ake such trips They cap ture  
attention  in a generally  un­
critica l way — see the
president m eet with other 
World I^eaders, see the F irs t 
Lady going to d inner a t the 
palace, see the president
riding horses with the queen. 
Who is going to be churlish 
enough to dwell on a 9.5 p e r­
cent unem ploym ent ra te?

This doesn’t suggest, of 
course, that there  a ren ’t
serious topics being discussed 
by Presicient R eagan on his 
Grand Tour No one questions 
the com pelling im portance to 
Europe of som e progress in 
bringing down in terest ra te s  in 
the United S ta tes No one 
doubts the need for some 
cohen.mt w estern  policy on 
trad e  with the Soviet Union 
And surely no one doubts the 
genuine concern over nuclear 
weapons everyw here 

Nor does this suggest it isn’t 
worthwhile for the president, 
any president, to m eet face-to- 
' icc ” ' c  a l ! l ( a n d  
the added understanding that 
flows from  such m eetings 
T hat value is c learly  enhanced 
in the case  of a  President who 
has been in office a relatively

By JACK (iERM ONI)
And JU LES WTT( OVER

short tim e and has no little ex ­
perience in world affairs.

But from a political stand 
point, a trip  such as this one is 
welcomed by the White House 
first because it is essentially  a 
diversion from  the prosaic 
day-to-day problem s the ad ­
m inistration  faces. Tea with 
the queen is a lot m ore fun 
than try ing  to deal with Tip 
O’Neill or Dan Rostenkowski 
on a federal budget for the 
next fiscal y ear 

M o reo v er, th e  d ir e c t  
political profit is there  for the 
taking If the usual pa tte rn  is 
followed, R eagan will ex­
perience a m arked increase in 
the approval ra tings he is 
given in opinion polls, at least 
for a week or two Polls a re  
alw ays influenced by spec“-

T'he tem p()rary na ture  of 
such gains is an im portant 
point, however, because it 
dem onstra tes that the elec 
to rate  is less genuinely im-

pressed with c ircuses than 
with bread, no m atte r how 
beguiling view ers m ay find 
their nightly ration of news 
from V ersailles or London or 
Bonn.

T hat w as never m ore clearly  
dem onstrated  than  in R ichard 
Nixon’s last trip  abroad a few 
m onths before he was sent to 
his w ell-earned le tirem en t in 
San C lem ente Who can  forget 
the vivid film  of the cheering 
throngs in Cairo and Nixon 
basking in their glow fa r from  
the ugly talk  of im peachm ent. 
But back hom e the central 
problem of the W atergate  rot 
in h is  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
rem ained, and everyone knew 
it.

In R eagan’s case, there  is an 
ex tra  m easure  of political im ­
portance to th is trip  — the 
notion that has been so 
w idespread both a t home and 
abroad th at he is a president 
with a rem arkab le  lack of 
sophistication about foreign 
policy issues T o w hatever ex­
tent that idea is d iluted, the 
trip  is all gravy for the 
president, even if, as is likelv, 
there  a re  no long-term  sub­
stan tive  resu lts of the sum m it 
m eetings.

T h e re  is, h o w ev er, a 
political down side to this trip  
that most presidents traveling 
abroad don’t have to factor in­
to their political equations

at the most obvious 
level, the pomp and cir­
cum stance add weight to the 
perception of Ronald R eagan 
as a president fa r removed 
from the concerns of those

A m ericans who a re  living fir­
st-hand with this recession 
And that im age is the single 
most m enacing elem ent in 
R eagan’s long-range political 
prospectus. “That is c lear in 
one opinion poll a fte r  another

More to the point, the a t ­
tention given the economic 
sum m it h as sharpened the 
focus on our own continuing 
economic crisis — and the fact 
that it has such an im portant 
im pact on E uropeans w a t­
ching cap ital flowing west to 
take advantage (rf the in terest 
ra tes

The White House had hoped 
a t one point th a t there  would 
be a budget resolution in hand 
before R eagan went abroad, 
and p e rh ap s  even som e 
signals from  the financial 
com m unity th a t it w as going 
to have some im pact on in­
terest ra te s  Instead, he has 
been obliged to m ake the trip  
while there  is a  sta lem ate  on 
the most im portant issue on 
his dom estic ag en d a .

In short, in the case of 
Ronald R eagan, the foreign 
travel m ay not be the  political 
diversion that it has been for 
o ther A m erican lead ers in 
tim es of trouble a t hom e The 
dom estic problem s a re  sim ply 
too pervasive and — for those 
9.5 percent who cannot find 
work — too im m ediate.

And in a few days, the 
television netw orks will be 
concentrating once again  on 
how the “ truly needy” are  
m aking out uncler the  policies 
of Ronald Reagan.
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ever elect 
Why is such a system  wrong 

in the United ¡State», where it 
would protect black and brown 
voters, but right in Africa, 
w here its Deneticiaries would 
all be white? W'hy is it right to 
guaran tee  white rep resen ­
tation in an  overwhelm ingly 
bikack nation“’ Why is it 
wrong to prohibit s im ilar 
guaran tees for blacks in a 
country where most of th«> 
citizens a re  w hite“’

R acial politics determ ined 
the  a d m in is t r a t io n ’s op 
position to strong p ro t^ tio n  
for racial m inorities in the 
House-passed version of the 
Voting R ights Act renewal 

B l a c k s  a n d  b r o w n s  
traditionally  vote D em ocratic 
So why should a Republican 
adm inistration  m ake it easie r 
for m inority voters to over­
come the racial b a rrie rs  that 
keep their num bers sm all and 
im potent“’

But the  a d m in is tra tio n  
fa v o rs  ra c ia l  q u o tas  in 
southern Africa, w here white 
m inorities exercise absolute 
d o m in a n c e  o v e r  b la c k  
m ajorities 

In Nam ibia, illegally oc­
cupied by South Africa for 
m ore than three decades, the 
a d m in is tra t io n  hopes to 
predeterm ine an election out 
come favorable to South 
A frica’s white m inority gover 
nment
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TODAY IN HISTORY

By The Associated Press 
Today is F riday, June  11. 

the 162nd day of 1982 There 
a re  203 days left in the year 

T oday’s highlight in histor>'; 
On June  11. 1509, B rita in ’s 

K ing H enry  th e  E ig h th  
m arried  C atherine of Aragon 

On this date:
In 1940, P rincess Ju lian a  of 

the N etherlands a rrived  in 
Canada as an exile in World 
W ar II

In 1967, Israel and Syria 
reached a ceasefire  in the Six 
Day W ar, with Israeli troc^s 
still holding positions ir^ide 
Syrian territo ry .

In 1971, Soviet Com munist 
P a rty  Chief Leonid Brezhnev 
c a l l ^  for an  end to the a rm s 
race  betw een the United 
S tates and Soviet Union 

And in 1976, U ganda's 
l^resident Idi Amin escaped an 
assassination  a ttem p t when 
three grenades w ere thrown at 
a parade  of police recru its . .

Ten years ago: The 
adm in istration  prom ised b e t­
ter cooperation with Ja p a n  on 
U.S. foreign policy decisioin».


