History, slighted
in the 70s, is back

By HOWARD LaFRANCHI
Christian Science Monitor

BERKELEY, Calif. - Clio
must feel slighted. In the push to
reform public education, the
muse of history has been left in
the wings, as her sister subjects
of math, science, and English
have moved center stage.

Historians and educators say
the late 1960s and ‘70s witnessed
an erosion in the teaching of his-
tory, astraditional, chronologic-
al courses (beginning with the
Greeks or the American colon-
ists and focused on Western
man) began to give way to
courses based on individuals,
ethnic groups, or current events.
Increasingly courses related to
the students’ immediate world.
Required history or social stu-
dies courses lost out to electives
on such up-to-date topics as con-
sumer affairs, contemporary
life styles, and the nuclear
threat.

Julie Love, public affairs
director of the Council for Basic
Education, notes: “There’s some
awareness that history has been
neglected’ in the drive to
strengthen education, “butnota
lot is being done about it.”

Yet there are indications that
the teaching of history in prim-
ary and secondary schools is be-
ginning to recover. Concern that
students aren’t getting the his-
tory they need — to understand
how Americans came to be who
they are, or how they fit in the
puzzle of today’s world - is
leading to action.

A number of states are tight-
ening their history require-
ments, mandating tougher so-
cial studies curricula for high
schools. Since 1980 at least 17
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a definite need for students to
be exposed to a “common core”
of knowledge. “We have taken a
stand for a chronological study
of history,” he says, noting this is
reflected in a new social studies
curriculum.

But from there he expounds
on what he expects the teaching
of history to accomplish -~ an
area as rife with debate as the
question of what history should
be taught.

“We need to develop the stu-
dents’ emotional connection, so
they feel a part of the place they
live in,” says Mr. Honig, seated
beneath oak trees on the Uni-
versity of California campus
here. He adds that there are
“certain things about the Amer-
ican character - both the good
points and the bad” - that
should be addressed. “Then
there’s the citizenship argu-
ment — we need to give kids a
sense of their role in a demo-
cracy.”

Both are essential

The lanky commander in chief
of the country’s largest state
education system admits that
“we're trying to do two things at
once that are somewhat at odds:
develop that emotional connec-
tion at the same time as a critic-
al ability to analyze what we
are.” But he says he believes the
two are necessary “if democracy
is to survive.” This utilitarian
view of the teaching of history
fits well with the current up-
surge in patriotism and, accord-
ing to Mr. Honig, with “95 per-
cent of the parents out there.”
But not all teachers and histo-
rians agree with it. Diane
Ravitch, adjunct professor of

states have mcreased the re-
quired number of social studies
semesters. And, although it is
difficult todetermine how much
of this is the result of a recent
upswing in civics courses, edu-
cators say there is a slow but no-
ticeable trend away from “cur-
rent events” courses to teaching
more traditional narrative his-
tory

Wlth this happening, the
question asked with increasing
frequency is: What history
should be taught? That was the
subject of a conference held
here at the end of August, and,
judging by comments from
teachers, historians, and state
education officials, it's a ques-
tion that will not be answered
easily.

As Kae Matila, an eighth-
grade US history teacher from
Arcata, Calif., commented to the
spirited applause of 200 con-
ferees, “We came with the ques-
tion, ‘What should we be
teaching in history?’ Well, we've
been herethree days,and Idon’t
really know!”

Much confusion

Much of the confusion, both in
California and elsewhere, stems
from continuing disagreements
over how history should be
taught and why. “A major prob-
lem is that the history profes-
sion doesn’t know what it
wants,” says William McNeill,
president-elect of the American
Historical Association and pro-
fessor of history at the Universi-
ty of Chicago. “For the past 30
years we’'ve moved toward a
fragmentation of history, with
little thought given to pulling it
all together.”

But there are signs of a return
to teaching what Dr. McNeill
would call “mainline” history -
the kind of chronological, “ma-
jor events” history he says is
needed before students can
make sense of history based on
individuals or special-interest
groups.

California is one state that is
prodding the teaching of history
in that direction. State superin-
tendent of public instruction
William Honig believes there is

history and education at the
Teachers College of Columbia
University, told the conference
that “history should not be ex-
pected to teach virtues, morals,
and patriotism.” Rather, she
added, it should teach a “re-
spect for differences, and the
pursuit of truth.”

Mrs. Ravitch says thati, since
early in this century, public
schools ~ then concerned with
the assimilation of immigrant
children into American life -
have made “social efficiency”
the chief goal of their social stu-
dies courses. At the same time
private schools, less concerned
with making Americans of the
masses and more intent upon
providing a well-rounded liber-
al education, have stuck with
teaching chronological history.

The result, she says, is that
history is still “fighting for its
existence” in the public schools
and “continues to be left out in
the cold” as teaching of the
basics is strengthened.

Complicating the uncertainty
among California history
teachers is the fact that the
question of “what to teach” is
being debated even as students
sitdown in newly mandated his-
tory courses.

New history course

The state’s recently approved
curriculum standards call for a
new world history course and a
civies and economics course in
high school - making some his-
tory or social studies course
work a part of every year from
kindergarten through high
school. This in itself is cause for
elation among the state’s history
teachers. But it also raises a
number of concerns, ranging
from questions about who will
teach the new courses to fears
that history courses will become
increasingly standardized.

The concern over standar-
dization arises because, begin-
ning next spring, social studies
will be phased into annual
assessment tests. Many teachers
are concerned that course con-
tent will be determined by the
statewide tests — resulting in
less innovative, less interesting
teaching.
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entrance exam.

OPEN HOUSE
Keith Catholic High School

L A SECONDARY CO- EDUCATAIONAL SCHOOL
530 Stevens Street, Lowell

SUNDAY October 14, 1984 from 2 to 4 p.m.

‘For interested parents and studonts, registration for

SUNDAY, October 14 and Oct. 15 through Oct. 26
from 2 fo 4 p.m. MONDAY through FRIDAY at the school.
O

THE SUNDAY SUN, Lowell, Mass.,

Macintosh

The Macintosh™ Personal Com-
puter from Apple is the computer
you already know how to use. Start
computing today, during our spec-
tacular Columbus'Day Sale!
Macintosh is a trademark licensed to Apple

Computer Inc

WEEKEND SIDEWAILK
SALE! (October 5-8)

IBM XT

The IBM XT is the computer
you need for Financial Analysis.
Word Processing,
Management, Communications
and any time consuming business
functions. Letan IBM XT increase
your productivity and your bottom

(Save) $400 ¢
IBM PC

$1795

Mac 512K $2795 (Save) $400

256K, (2) 360KB Diskette Drives
(Monitor Optional)

$1995 ~

Compagq Plus
$3995

(Save) $1000 :

Compaq Portable

2 Drive 256K

128K,

$2395 (Save) $600 /

over 1000

Compagq Desk Pro Model 11

256K 2 Drive

$2395 (Save) $600

Desk Pro Model IV $5995 (Save) $1200
640K 10 Megabyte Disk, 10 Megabyte tape back-up

(Monitor Opti

programs

onal)

$795

IBM PCjr. Enhanced

360KB Diskette drive, 2
Cartridge slots and the ability to run

line.

IBM Personal Computer XT 256K,
360KB Disk Drive, I0MB Hard
Disk, DOS 2.1 $3795.
(Monitor Optional)

October 7, 1984 B9

COMPUTER TOWN’S
COLUMBUS DAY

(Save) $600

Data Base

$3795

Apple //c Family System

The serious home computer for
children and concerned parents ”
alike. 128K, printer port, commun- ‘I
ications port, 4 disk computer et |

' l's $500

IBM Portable PC (Save) $62!

256K, (2) 360KB Diskette drives $2.395

(Bring your office with you, wherever you

Apple //e
64K

$795

IBM PC/AT
256K, 1.2 Megabyte

tutorial and everything you need to 80!) s . .
hook it up to your TV and begin Diskette Drive 57t o i
computing today' $3495 a _m
$995 (Save) $500 | il |
y D —
-
Apple (.raphlcs Tablet
Apple
$399.00 (Apple) 1 i
. Jov Stick 3M Diskettes SS/DD $22.00 £
(Save) i (Save) $14.80
$400.00 $49.95 (IBM) g A
(Save) $10.00 3M Diskettes DS/DD $29.70 “‘W 4
(Save) $19.80 ;

DEMO EQUIPMENT IS 8

SALE PRICE
Apple //e $ 695.00
IBM PC (256K. 2 Drives) $1820.00
IBM XT (256K) $3295.00
Digital Rainbow 100 $2495.00
Digital Rainbow 100+ $3495.00
< «)mpdq Plus $3895.00

Apple //#

(Quantities Limited)

SOFTWARE I B

$ 395.00

SALE PRICE (SAVE)

BMC 13" Color $ 195.00 (Save)$ 13400

Zenith 127 Green $ 99.00 (Save)$ 5000

IBM Color Display $ 580.00 (Save) $ 10000

Apple Color Monitor 100 $ 529.00 (Save)$ 7000
Demo Monitors on display and priced (o seil!

DIGITAL ACCESSORIES & wJB
SOFTWARE

Business SALE PRICE (SAVE)
SALE PRICE (SAVE) Lotus 1-2-3 $ 295.00 (Save) $ 200.00
PFS:File . . $ 9500 (Save)$ 3000
Lotus Symphony (I1BM) $ 645.00 (Save) 50.00 PFS:Report $ 95.00 (Save)$ 3000
DBase 11 $ 600.00 (Save) 100.00 DBase 11 $ 495.00 (Save) $ 205.00
Mulitmate (IBM) $ 450.00 (Save) 4500 74 Select 86 (Word Processing) $ 295.00 (Save) $ 30000
AurgdBM) $ 450.00 (Save) 100.00 1) Multiplan $ 225.00 (Save)$ 5000
PFS:Write (IBM) $ 125.00 (Save) 1500 Digital Color Graphics l)npl.n $ 750.00 (Save) $ 20000
PFS:File & Report (Mac) $ 175.00 (Save) 7500 Floor Stand $ 79.00 (Save)$ 2000
Multiplan (Mac) $ 175.00 (Save) 2000 Letter Quality Printer Demos $ 995.00 (Save) $1805.00
Mainstreet Filer (Mac) $ 19500 (Save) 5600
Click Art (Mac) $ 3995 (Save 1000
Apple Works (//e. //¢) $ 215.00 (Save) 3500 P
Applewriter (//e) $ 155.00 (Save) 4500 RIN TERS
{ SALE PRICE (SAVE)
k oME AND EpucaTion Apple Imagewriter $ 545.00 (Save) S100.00
Flight Simulator (IBM) $ 3995 (Save 1000 Apple Scribe (black or colorprinter) $ 269.00 (Save) $ 3000
Flight Simulator 11 (//e, //¢) : $ 3995 (Save 1000 Epson RX80 F/T. $ 319.00 (Save) $100.00
The Print Shop (//e. //¢) $ 3995 (Save 1000 NEC Spinwriter 3550 $2095.00 (Save) $200.00
Spinnaker (Apple //e. //c) Data Products (IDS) Prism 132 $1595.00 (Save) $200.00
Delta Drawing $ 3995 (Save 1000 TTX Letter Quality $ 549.00 (Save) $100.00
Story Machine $ 2995 (Save 500 IBM Compact Printer $ 145.00 (Save) $ 3000
In Search of the Most ORI EA . ...... 1L $ 499.00 (Save) $100.00
Amazing Thing $ 3495 (Savey 500 Demo Printers on display and priced to sell!
Other Spinnaker Titles 15% OFF
Advanced Ideas (Apple //e. //¢)
The Game Show $ 2995 (Save 1000 A ~ - S
Master Match $ 2995 (Save 1000 CCESS()RIES & UPPLIES
Tic-Tac Show $ 2995 (Savy 1000 SALE PRICE (SAVE)
Hayden SAT prep. programs 15% OFF : ‘
Dollars & Sense (//e) $ 79.00 (Save 21.00 Apple M“USC € $ 129.00 (Save$ 2000
Dollars & Sense (//c) . $ 9995 (Save 2000 Apple Joystick //e . $ 4995 sx“m? 10.00
The Home Accountant (//e, //c) ‘S 64.95 (Save) 1000 PC jr. Joystick ... .. $ 40.00 (Save)$ 500
Gama & PorsoasiSoftwase Table 5.00 - $10.00 each M Diskettes SS/DD (Apple) $ 2220 (Save)$ 1480
3M Diskettes DS/DD (IBM) $ 29.70 (Save)$ 1980
Apple 3.5" Diskettes (Mac) . . . $ 39.00 (Save)$ 1000
MODF MS i i ﬁ Flip-N-File 50 ... ... s $ 1995 (Save$ 1000
Printer Stand 16" $ 3950 (Save$ 1000
SALE PRI( : (SAVE) Printer Stand 24" $ 59.50 (Save$ 1000
Computer Paper . 15% OFF
Applc Modem 1200. . $ 445.00 (Save)$ 50.00 Printer Ribbons. . 10% OFF
Apple Modem 300............. $ 195.00 (Save)$ 5000 Surge Suppressors 15% OFF
Hayes Micromodem //¢ $ 279.00 (Save)$ 5000 IBM 10 meg. Fixed l)nk $ 995.00 (Save) $400.00
Hayes 1200B (IBM) $ 529.00 (Save)$ 70.00
Demo Modems on display and priced to sell!
DIRECTIONS: Only 30 minutes from Boston, Route
93N to Exit 1, Rockingham Park Boulevard, South on
Route 28 to 2nd set of lights.
Quantities limited, rainchecks issued at the discretion
of the store manager. Management reserves the right to
change price without notice
Open 7 Days
Mon. - Fri. 99, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5
American Express ® MasterCard @ VISA
304 South Broadway, Route 28, Salem, NH (603) 893-8812
om puter own g ey
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