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Educators debate standardized testing
By Cand R. Richards

Garnett Newt Service
WASHINGTON -  The 

“ growing uproar" for a new 
back to basics emphasis in 
the public schools is a 
“ consumer movement”  
that educators ignore at 
their peril, a Columbia 
U n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h i n g  
professor told a federal 
conference on testing 
Thursday.

“ The public's demand for 
more and more tests is 
usually coupled with a 
demand for more basic 
sk ills .”  said Diane S 
Ravitch. assistant professor 
at Columbia Teacher’s 
College “ And educators, 
fa r from leading the 
movement  for better 
education, have tried to 
evade the issue "

Teachers should stop 
fighting the idea of stan
dardized tests and instead 
use them properly — to 
identify and respond to 
pupils who are not learning 
their basic skills, she said 

Ravitch 's comments at 
the government-sponsored 
National Conference on 
Achievement Testing and 
Bas ic  Skills set the stage for 
a debate between the 
n a t  t o n a l  l e a d e r s  of 
A m e r i c a ’s educators , 
Albert Shanker, president 
of the American Federation 
of Teachers and John Ryor, 
head of the National 
Education Association 

Shanker agreed with 
Ravitch  that standardized 
testing can be useful, and 
added “ Any organization 
that says ‘let s get rid of

these tests until we have 
perfect ones,’ I think the 
general public is going to 
think has been a terrible 
failure and that it s just 
trying to bury the eviden 
Ce."

Ryor was in precisely the 
op pos i t e  camp.  The 
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  
Association, the nation’s 
largest teacher's union, 
asked for a moratorium on 
standarized testing in 1971
Why?

“ Because the tests don’t 
do what they purport to do. 
they’re culturally biased, 
a n d  t h e y ’ re n o rm  
referenced and therefore 
make half the children 
losers" i Norm referenced 
tests such as college buard 
exams, the SATs and other 
achievement tests are

scored differently from 
regular classroom tests: 
Test takers are ranked 
against one another, so half 
of them are always below 
average.)

The disagreement on the 
value of standardized tests 
was more than a spat 
between the heads of two 
rival teacher unions The 
Shanker Ryor clash was 
repeated time and again by 
teachers, state officials, 
professors, and scholars at 
the March 1-3conference

The program was con 
vened by the Department of 
Health Educat ion and 
Welfare in response to the 
growing public concern 
about the 10-year decline in 
college briard and other 
standardized test scores 
The decline caused parents

to question the quality of the 
schooling their children get. 
which in turn led to calls for 
greater emphasis on the 
basic skills of reading, 
writing and arithmetic. 
which in turn led to 
proposals tor statewide and 
even national tests to assure 
that Amer ican school 
s t uden ts  indeed are  
mastering the basic skills 
Many states now have 
s t a t e w i d e  ‘ m in im a l  
competency" tests, and 
one, Florida, refuses high 
s c h o o l  d i p l o m a s  to 
youngsters who fail 

N EA  chief Ryor was 
angry with those speakers 
who accused teachers of 
trying to evade the issue of 
educational quality 

Teachers always get 
blamed, he said “ If you

Democrat meetings March 14
The Santa Fe County 

Democratic Party will hold 
ward meetings Tuesday. 
March 14. to elect delegates 
to the county pre primary 
convention 

The ward meetings will 
start at 7 p rn Meetings 
places are as follows: 

legislative District I: 
Ward A. Chimayo .School 

( Precincts 1.2 and 3); Ward 
B. Santa Cruz High School 
• Precincts 11.12 and 13 >;

Ward  C, Nambe School
< Precincts 21 and 221; Ward 
D , P o j o a q u e  School
• Precincts 31.32 and 33); 
Ward  E , Tesuque School
< Precincts 41 and 42). Ward 
F .  Santa Fe City Hall
< Precincts 51 through 55); 
Ward  ii. Agua Fria School
• Precincts 61 through 64); 
Ward H. Acequia Madre 
S c h o o l  < P re c in c ts  71 
through 74); and Ward I, 
S a l o m o n  G o n z a l e s

residence 1 Precinct HI i 
Legislative District 2 
Ward A. Harvey Junior 

High School (Precincts 91 
through 931; W ard B. 
Gonzales School 1 Precincts 
JOI through 106 >; Ward C. 
Agua Fria Youth Center
• Precincts 111 through 115>, 
Ward D. Alvord Sch<x>l
• Precincts 121 through 124). 
and W ard E. Salazar School
• precincts 131 through 133)

Legislative District 3:

Ward A, Wood-Gormley 
School  •P rec in ts  141 
through 1451. Ward H. 
H a r r i n g t o n  S c h o o l  
( Precincts 151 through 155). 
Ward C, Kaune School 
( Precincts 161 through 167), 
Ward D. DeVargas Junior 
High School • Precincts 171 
through 1771; Ward E. 
Cienega Community House 
• Precinct ISI ) .  Ward F. 
C e r r i l l o s  P r e-Schoo l

Building < Precincts 191 and 
1921 and Ward G, Stanley 
H o m e m a k e r s '  C l u b  
• Precincts 201 through 2U31 

The county Democratic 
pre primary convention w ill 
be held March 21 at 
Harrington Junior High 
School, starting at 7:3#p rn 
The county credentials 
committee will meet at the 
county courthouse March 
19, starting at 7 k)p rn

Foster home needed fo r boy
A foster home in Santa Fe 

is badly needed for a ban 
dicapped 12-year-old boy. 
according to Rita Seeds 
with the Health a..d Social 
Services Department 

The boy, Andy, has 
multiple congenital ab

normalities and requires a 
great amount of attention 
from his foster parents 

Ms Seeds said that Andy- 
h a d  l i v e d  since his 
childhood in a foster home 

The woman who cared for 
him eventually had dif

ficulty due to her age. Ms 
Seeds said 

He lived for a while with 
his family in a rural New 
Mexico village follow ing his 
stay in the Santa Fe foster 
home

But the family, too. is

B o o k m o b ile  schedule listed
Monday, March 6, no 

schedule 
Tuesday, March  7. 

Pojoaque Pueblo Headstall 
9 30 - lo 30 am  ; Tesuque 
Pueblo Headstall l l  a rn - 
noon. Tesuque Day School 
I: JO • 2 30 p m ; Young 
Park 3 • 3 45 pm.: Casa 
A legre4 Sp rn 

Wednesday. March 8. E l 
Castillo l l  15 - 1145 a rn.; 
Pasatiempo I 30 - 2 pm.; 
Penitentiary 2 30 • 3:30

p m ; Santa Fe County 
Housing Authority 4 5p rn 

Thursday, March 9. San 
Idelfonso Day School 9 15 • 
lo 15 a rn San Idelfonso 
Heads!art IO Jo ll 30 
a rn . Juvenile Detention 
Center I 30 • 2 p rn . Agua 
F r ia  Village 2 30 - 3:30 
p rn . Roadrunner Trailers 
4 5 p m

Friday, March IO, Nambe 
Pueblo Headstall 9 30 • 
lo 30 a m .  Nambe Com

munity Headstart lo 15 • 
11 45 a m ;  Santa Fe 
Community School I 43 -
2 45 p rn . Carlos Rey Park
3 15• Sp rn

Saturday, March ll. La 
Cienega Trailer Park 9 30 • 
IO 30 a rn La Cienega 
Community Center ll a rn * 
noon; Galisteo I 30 • 2 Jo 
p rn . Canada 3 • 4 p rn ; 
Country Club Garden* 4 30 
5 15p rn

unable to provide the 
necessities for Andy. Ms 
Seeds said

“ The child has been 
diagnosed as tieing men 
tally retarded and can 
function in a structured 
special education program 
which is available in Santa 
Fe, Ms Seeds said 

“ Andy is now without a 
permanent home He is a 
cute lovable youngster who 
is attracted to other people 
He is in need of a lot of 
personal care, affection and 
a home." she said 

She said that all nu*dical 
expenses for Andy would he 
paid by the HSSD The 
parents also will receive a 
monthly income for caring 
for the child, she added 

The parents w ould have to 
see that he goes regularly to 
the doctor and also that he 
attend* a special education

High Potency Vitamin E

Sexual Potency 
Quickly Improves 
With New'E-Pill’

LOS A N G ELES  • Spe
c ia l  i-An amazing new 

super charged vitamin 
E-Pill has recently been
developed that reportedly 

quickly increase?- and re
juvenates sexual drives 
and potent \ for both men 
and women of all ages It 
a lso makes them feel 
h e a l t h i e r  and m o r e  
vou th iu !  l l  i"* now 
available to the American 
public

The new high potency E- 
Pall not only seems to in
crease sexual ability of 
both sexes but also ac
tually perks up sexual in
terest and stimulates a 
persons desires, accor
ding to a spokesman for the 
manufacturer 

Also imprpKti GtMfH Htalth 
This new easy-to-take 

E-Pill contains newly for
mulated highly concen
trated vitamin E  It tends 
to quickly build up and 
strengthen the natural 
physiological processes of 
the body that are believed 
to be basically responsible 
fo r  it s  p o ten cy  
youthfulness, health and 
long life

Https 4 0*1 Of 5 Pwpii 
Indications are that the 

new E-Pill gives quick and 
effective results to as high 
as 4 out of 5 people (80 <) 
who have used it Some 
people report no great 
change but feel the high 
potency of vitamin E  in the 
pill does quickly make 
them leel better from a 
general health standpoint 

Other reports also show 
it tends to “ lessen daily 
tension and give a more 
relaxed, happier outlook on 
life AVAILABLE

The use of these high 
potency lone-a-day) E- 
P ills  is perfectly sale and 
are now available without 
p rescrip tion  from the 
m anufactu rer by m ail 
order only To get your 
supply, send $7 to for a 2- 
week supply (or $11 IJS for a 
30-day supplv. or $18 95 for 
a 60-day supply) cash, 
check or M O to Super- 
E .  Dept N21, 711 E .  
Walnut St . Pasadena, Cal 
91101 ( u n c o n d i t i o n a l  
money-back guarantee if 
not satisfied)
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Are our streets full of pot holes 
and are so poorly maintained?

ELECT
ALLIGOOD

For better planning and 
street maintenance 

Councilman Ward III
Zi I la Pad illa  Cam paign T reasurer 

303 Chula V ista - Santa Fe

want smaller classes you're 
accused of goldbrieking If 
you develop innovative 
programs, you're accused 
of squandering school 
funds ll you repeat lessons 
yearly, you’re archaic and 
you’ve gone to seed It you 
run a relaxed class, you re 
permissive And if you don t 
like standardized tests, ifs  
only because you're afraid 
of being evaluated "

The AFT s Shanker. on 
the other hand, said that not 
only should students be 
given standardized tests 
but even teachers should tie

tested by school districts 
before they're hired It 
undermines the feeling of 
the public toward teachers 
when we say its demeaning 
to make a teacher take a 
test.”  said Shanker 

Shanker. whose union is 
.titillated with the A FL C IO , 
said one reason for parents 
distrust ol educators is that 
educators don’t level with 
them School officials don’t 
properly explain what 
standardized test score* 
mean and they don’t admit 
when an educational “ in 
novation'' has tailed he

said Therefore the public 
misuses the test scores 
assuming them to be signs 

ot school or teacher quality 
when in tact the tests are 
not meant to measure how 
much ot what the teacher 
taught the students lear 
ned and the schools neglect 
to purge bad programs 
having never admitted 

they tailed»

"W e  should strive to 
improve the tests," he said, 
“ but there s no sense in 
throwing them out because
thev re imperfect "

program
He w as rai.M-d in a foster 

home practically since 
birth Min parents < mild i .a
m e e t  h is  n e e d s  A lie n  ti* ■ . •
returned to their home so 
now he needs another I osier 
home,’’ Ms Seeds said

T h e  p a r e n ts  n.-.-d  to
devote a li>t of time to the 
child, because* he'* been 
malnourished at hi* home 
she* said

He- n e e d s  s o m e o n e  A h-. 
is re-ally going to devon- 
their time to him He 
very lovable child and la- 
d o e s n t  present  any 
he havou r ia l  problems 
whatsoever.’ she added 

She- said that he- behaves 
well in his special education 
classes

Any parents wishing to 
take Andy into their home 
should contact Ms Se*eds at 
827 5422

WATERBEDS
Now in Santa Fe

£ WVn1cfS a  ntajt
128 W. Palace Ave. 982 5554

S S

Insurance S'ofe
Taking a trip  or going out for 

recreation? We also offer 
low cost accident policies.

Call m e for details.
I can help.

Janet Huffhines
WINTER - BLUE CHIP INSURANCE 

1040 Don Deigo 988-4425

GET A

on '
WITH THEJCRsnney
CATALOGS.

THEY SURE BEAT 
HOPPING AROUND

The JCPenney Spring and 
Summer Catalog From suits to 
shiny newt shoes, things for the 
entire fam ily And en|oy shop by 
phone convenience Just phone in 
your order In just a few 
days it's ready

So this Easter eave tbs hopping to 
the bun* .es And leave the shopping 
to the Dooms T he JC  Penney Catalogs 
Shop by phone. Call 982 8574

JCPenney
Catalog Department

if own copy of Our 
b q Spring Summer Catalog It s 
only $2 (pius sales ta* where 
applicable! And with your catalog 
you ll receive a $2 certificate 

1 redeemable on any catalog order 
you p ace But hurry quantities are 
limited

* i»r» Cv,


